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a b s t r a c t
This paper describes the dynamics modelling of a practical and cost-effective DC/DC converter, DC/AC
inverter and AC/DC rectiﬁer for an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) system with backup proton
exchange membrane fuel cell (PEMFC) and battery. Furthermore, a dynamics modelling and intelligent
comprehensive controller for the PEMFC is designed according to the change of the load, while the energy
storage elements, such as battery and supercapacitor, are chosen to compensate the slow dynamic
response of PEMFC and to meet the sudden peak load energy demand. The power converters based on
dynamic modelling and controllers designed by feedback control theory can supply high quality power
with ﬂexible conversion functions, leading to the establishment of reliable power management for UPS
applications. Finally, a suitable control strategy and technique, capable of coping with the change of
the load for PEMFC and realising the energy management strategy of hybrid UPS system, is implemented.
The performances of the proposed power converters and PEMFC generating system are evaluated by
experimental results, showing that the developed hybrid UPS system with backup PEMFC and battery
power sources is suitable for industry applications.
Ó 2012 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction
Uninterruptible power supply (UPS) technologies can provide
energy solutions to some customers such as computers and communication equipments that are more cost effective, more environmentally friendly, or provide a clean output voltage with low total
harmonic distortion (THD) for both linear and nonlinear loads, high
efﬁciency, great reliability and fast transient response for sudden
power grid failure and load changes, and avoiding ﬁnancial loss
and data loss than conventional solutions. Thanks to high electrical
efﬁciency, ﬂexibility with respect to power and capacity, long
lifetime and no pollutions, the fuel cells, including the proton
exchange membrane fuel cell (PEMFC), are rapidly becoming a signiﬁcant power source in the design and development of UPS [1,2].
The integration of fuel cells with UPS would become a potential
market application for extended run-time UPS. To a long-term
demand and more power capacities of UPS, fuel cells systems
appear as strong contenders to replace batteries, especially in
grid-connected applications where good quality reliable power
supply is required, or interruptions could last long time, e.g. over
8 h [3,4]. However, limited by their inherent characteristics, the
fuel cells have a long start-up time (usually several seconds to
minutes) and poor response to instantaneous power demands.
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Compared with fuel cells, lithium rechargeable batteries have a rapid transient response without any warm up or start-up time, and
their speciﬁc power capability is also much higher than that of fuel
cells. Combination of fuel cells with small capacity of batteries or
supercapacitors yields hybrid power sources that make the best
use of the advantages of each individual device and may meet
the requirements for the above mentioned applications regarding
both high power and high energy densities [5,6]. On the other
hand, the UPS system employing a PEMFC as the main power
source keeps adopting the battery or supercapacitor for protecting
the PEMFC, in order to keep the water content balance, avoid
excessive use and the reactants starvation of the PEMFC and feed
power smoothly to the external load.
As the applications of backup power source for UPS, a dynamic
model and efﬁcient control of PEMFC are necessary during the
normal operation of PEMFC system, when the operating condition
varies or an operation with alternating loads. The power response
of the PEMFC generating system depends mainly on the interaction of the PEMFC stack and the peripheral components like
hydrogen and air supply, mass ﬂow, temperature and pressure
control, heat and water management. Hence, the control objectives for a hybrid UPS system are to maintain efﬁciency and to
avoid degradation by guaranteeing appropriate temperature,
mass ﬂows and partial pressures of the reactants across the electrodes [7,8].
Recently, some of researches have concentrated on modelling
and control of hybrid UPS systems. In [2,9,10] the development
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2.1. PEMFC modelling
2.1.1. Polarisation curve model
The model of PEMFC used in this paper is based on the dynamic
PEMFC stack model developed and validated in [15]. Because of the
activation loss voltage VactLOSS, Ohmic loss voltage VOhmicLOSS, concentration loss voltage VconcLOSS and leakage loss voltage (internal
current) VleakLOSS, the mathematical polarisation curve model of
the PEMFC stack will be

Fig. 1. Hybrid UPS system with backup PEMFC and battery.
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and control strategies for hybrid UPS system has been presented. In
[11] a 1 kVA fuel cell powered, line-interactive UPS system that
employed modular (fuel cell and power converter) blocks has been
developed using two commercially available PEMFC (25–39 V,
500 W) modules together with suitable DC/DC and DC/AC power
electronic converter modules and a supercapacitor module that
was also used to compensate for the instantaneous power ﬂuctuations and to overcome the slow dynamics of the fuel processor
(reformers). In [12] an UPS system based on hydrogen technologies
has been designed, manufactured and tested, which consists of a
PEMFC running on hydrogen and oxygen, a gas storage section
and a water electrolysis for hydrogen and oxygen production. In
[13] a technological solution for the association in parallel of two
(or more) PEMFC stacks has been proposed. Different types of
architectures for multi-stack fuel cells were introduced, and a suitable power converter interface has been designed.
In this paper, based on the concepts adopting matured technology for the components of the hybrid UPS system, the double
charging of the battery through the AC/DC charger or the PEMFC,
and being easy to develop serial products, an industrial hybrid
UPS system with backup PEMFC and battery power sources is
developed in order to supply long-time load with a typical power
(300 W, 220 VAC, 50 Hz). The proposed power converters, such as
AC/DC rectiﬁer, DC/DC converter, and DC/AC inverter, are designed,
modelled, controlled and evaluated through the experimental tests
on a laboratory prototype. In order to improve the performance of
the PEMFC, an intelligent comprehensive controller is also proposed. Fig. 1 illustrates schematically the structure of a singlephase high-frequency cost-effective hybrid UPS system with a
backup PEMFC and battery power sources.

where Vreversible is the reversible voltage (V); Ncell the number of cells
in a PEMFC stack; a is the transfer coefﬁcient; n the number of electrons per molecule of H2 = 2 electron per molecule; R the universal
gas constant (J/mol K); T the stack temperature (K); F the Faraday’s
constant (C/mol); ROhmic the area-normalised resistance, also known
as area speciﬁc resistance (ARS) of the PEMFC measured (X cm2); i0
the exchange current density (A/cm2); iL the limiting current density at which the cell voltage will fall rapidly (A/cm2); in the internal
current or parasitic current that is wasted (A/cm2); and i is the PEMFC stack current density (A/cm2).
The reversible voltage at varying temperature and pressure can
be expressed as

V rev ersible

 Ncell  ð8:453  104 ÞðT  298:15Þ

The dynamic modelling of a hybrid UPS system is an important issue that needs to be carefully addressed. Because a PEMFC
model allows a better comprehension of the parameters affecting
the performance of single fuel cells and fuel cell systems [14].
Generally, a power electric component consists of the power
converter, PWM modulator, gate driver and feedback controller.
According to the knowledge of control theories, the static and
dynamic performances of power converters are intensely related
to the design of feedback controller. Before designing a controller, therefore, the dynamic models of the power converter and
PWM modulator must be gained. However, a good model should
consider both accuracy and operating frequency of control chips.
In this paper, the power electric components of the hybrid UPS
system comprise AC/DC rectiﬁer, DC/DC converter, and DC/AC inverter, while the electrochemical component is PEMFC and the
energy storage component is battery. The mathematical models
describing the dynamic behaviour of each of these components
will be given below.

ð2Þ

where Pi is the partial pressure of species i (H2, O2/air, and liquid
water) (kPa), respectively.
According to the conservation of energy, the ideal gas law, the
proportional relationship between the gas outlet ﬂow through a
valve and the partial pressure, and Faraday’s law, PH2 , PO2 and
PH2 O can be reconstructed in the s domain as

P H2 ¼

1=kH2
ðQ in  2kr IÞ
1 þ sH2 s H2

ð3Þ

P O2 ¼

1=kO2
ðQ in  kr IÞ
1 þ sO2 s O2

ð4Þ

P H2 O ¼
2. Dynamic modelling of hybrid UPS system

"
#
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where

sH2 ¼

V an
kH2 RT

ð6Þ

sO2 ¼

V cn
kO2 RT

ð7Þ

sH2 O ¼

V cn
kH2 O RT

ð8Þ

in
where sH2 and sO2 are the time constant of each gas (s); Q in
H2 ; Q O2 and
in
Q H2 O the inlet ﬂow rates of hydrogen, oxygen, and the water of the
cathode (mol/s); kH2 ; kO2 and kH2 O each gas valve molar constant
(kPa mol/s); kr the modelling constant (mol/s A); Van anode volume
(m3); Vcn cathode volume (m3).
The inlet pressure of each gas can be calculated as

Pin
H2 ¼

1
ðRH2 pneu Q in
H2 þ P H2 Þ
1 þ sH2 pneu

ð9Þ
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1
ðRO2 pneu Q in
O2 þ P O2 Þ
1 þ sO2 pneu

ð10Þ

in
where Pin
H2 and P O2 are the inlet manifold or a pipe pressure of
hydrogen and oxygen (kPa); RH2 pneu and RO2 pneu the pneumatic resistance of the hydrogen and oxygen manifold (X); C H2 pneu and C O2 pneu
the pneumatic capacitance of the hydrogen and oxygen manifold
(F); sH2 pneu and sO2 pneu the pneumatic time constant the hydrogen
and oxygen manifold (s).

2.1.2. Thermal model
According to the Fourier’s law of conduction, when involving
internal heat generation due to electrical resistance, the rate of
heat transferred by conduction in one-dimension through A is expressed by [16]
2

d T
2

dx

þ

qint
¼0
kA

ð11Þ

where k is the thermal conductivity (W/m K), A the ﬁnite cross-sectional area (m2), and qint the rate of heat generation per unit volume
(W).

In the PEMFC, the internal heat generation results from the electrical and ionic resistance as
2

qint ¼ i ROhmic

ð12Þ

To three-dimensional steady state heat conduction, there is a nonlinear equation:

rðrTÞ ¼ 0

ð13Þ

@
@
@
where r is the differential operator, which is r ¼ @x
þ @y
þ @z
.
To solve this equation, two boundary conditions (for each direction) must be given that describe the behaviour of the temperature
at the system boundaries (constant temperature or prescribed
ﬂux).
In practice, if the entrance pressures of the hydrogen and air are
constant, that is, if their ﬂow rates are constant, which can be controlled, the nonlinear equation of the thermal model for the stack
under the operating temperature can be expressed by

TðtÞ ¼ gðU Fan ðtÞ; T Air ðtÞÞ ¼ gðÞ

ð14Þ

where UFan(t) is the blower velocity (rpm = revolutions per minutes)
and TAir(t) is the air entrance temperature (K).

Fig. 2. PEMFC dynamic model.

Fig. 3. Power converters scheme for a hybrid UPS system.
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2.1.3. Dynamic model of PEMFC
As mentioned above, a detailed dynamic model of the PEMFC is
shown in Fig. 2. This model is based on the relationship between
output voltage and the partial pressures of hydrogen, oxygen/air,
water, and temperature and output current of the stack.
2.2. Modelling of power converters
Fig. 4. Unifying circuit model of AC/DC rectiﬁer.

According to the design concepts as mentioned above, the proposed topology of the power converters, or the power conditioners
for the hybrid UPS system, is shown in Fig. 3. According to its functionality, the system can mainly be considered as composed by
three main sections. The ﬁrst one consists of a DC/DC converter
whose principal task is to boost the rated output voltage 36 VDC
of PEMFC and battery to a regulated voltages ±380 VDC. The second
one is an AC/DC rectiﬁer which rectiﬁes the utility input voltage into ±380 VDC. The three sections is a DC/AC converter which generates a 50 Hz, 220 VAC output voltage.
A boost active power factor corrector (PFC) with 160–275 VAC
input voltage and ﬁxed output voltage (±BUS = ±380 VDC) is
designed based on a high power factor pre-regular UC3854, which
can make the input power factor (PF) of the AC/DC boost PWM rectiﬁer be close to 1, restrict the input current’s THD less than 5%,
adopt the average current control and constant frequency control,
and allow the frequency band of its current ampliﬁer to be wide.
A general and practical DC/DC push–pull converter for the UPS
hybrid system is designed based on a regulating pulse width modulator UC3525. The PEMFC and battery are two kinds of low-voltage and high-current power source, so their output voltage
(36 VDC) should be boosted up to about ±380 VDC before the
UPS DC/AC inverter converts them into a 220 V, 50 Hz AC source.
In the developed hybrid UPS system, by applying a TMS320F240
DSP, a DC/AC half-bridge inverter has been designed to supply the
load with a pure sine wave, where the half-bridge inverter, LC ﬁlter
and load are considered as the plant to be controlled. Through the
sine pulse width model (SPWM) control principle, the DC/AC inverter can convert the ±380 VDC into a 220 VAC pure sine wave.
2.2.1. Modelling of AC/DC rectiﬁer
The modelling approaches of the Boost AC/DC rectiﬁer have the
average switch network method, state space average method, and
unifying circuit model method [17]. Although the AC/DC rectiﬁer is
a nonlinear, using the method of disturbance and linearisation, the
small signal ac equations can be obtained. The state space average
method is usually employed in power converters. However, the
average switch network method is more convenient than the state
space average method. The substance of the average switch network method is that the equivalent controlled source is ﬁrstly used
to replace switch network; then, the disturbance and linearisation
process is utilised; ﬁnally, the small signal ac model circuits can be
obtained. The unifying circuit model method is perfect for basic
DC/DC converter. Through the lookup table, when the parameters
of AC/DC rectiﬁer put into the unifying circuit model, the small signal ac model circuits can be gained. Fig. 4 shows the unifying circuit model of AC/DC rectiﬁer.
According to the model, it is easy to deduce the transfer function from input voltage Vg(s) to output voltage vBUS(s) and the
transfer function from duty cycle signal d(s) to output voltage
vBUS(s).

v BUS ðsÞ
V g ðsÞ

v BUS ðsÞ
dðsÞ

¼

¼

D01
L1 C 1

s2

þ

D01 V BUS

L1
R

sþ

D02
1


1  DsL021R
1

L1 C 1 s2 þ LR1 s þ D02
1

ð15Þ

ð16Þ

where D01 ¼ 1  D1 , D1 is the duty cycle in a stable working point for
AC/DC rectiﬁer; L1 the inductance (H); C1 the capacitor (F); VBUS is
output BUS voltage (V); R the equivalent resistance of load (X).
On the other hand, the PWM modulator is to convert the control
voltage vc(t) into the pulse sequence of duty cycle d(t), and the
modulator model can be determined by

dðsÞ

v c ðsÞ

¼

1
VM

ð17Þ

where VM is the peak value of sawtooth wave (V).
2.2.2. Modelling of DC/DC converter
The proposal DC/DC converter is a push–pull converter and
works in the double state of polarity. Because the similar modelling
method like AC/DC Boost rectiﬁer, as mentioned above, can be
used, this paper will ignore it.
When designed, it is important to effectively avoid the iron core
saturation. Its circuit diagram is shown in Fig. 3. Since there are
two switches V2 and V3, which work alternately, the output voltage
VBUS is doubled. Under the condition of the continuous current, the
output voltage is calculated by the formula:

V BUS ¼ D2 NV in

ð18Þ

where N is the transformer turn ratio, D2 the conduction duty cycle
for DC/DC converter, D2 = 2Ton/TS, TS the working cycle (s); Vin the
input voltage (V), that is the voltages of the PEMFC stack and
battery.
When the load current I0 is not continuous, the output voltage is
as follows:

V BUS ¼

V 2in D22 N2 T s
4L2 I0 þ V in D2 NT S

ð19Þ

2.2.3. Modelling of DC/AC inverter
In the control model of inverter circuits, the pulses obtained by
comparing reference sine wave Vin sin (xt) with triangular wave,
which peak value is V 0M , are used to control the power switch components. Simply, according to Fig. 3, as the equivalent series resistance r of the ﬁlter inductance is ignored, the transfers function
between output voltage Vo(s) and the voltage Vi(s) of point a, and
b is determined by
1

1þC s
V o ðsÞ
1
3
¼ 1R
¼
V i ðsÞ 1þC s þ L3 s L3 C 3 s2 þ LR3 s þ 1
R

ð20Þ

3

where L3 and C3 are the ﬁlter inductance (H) and capacitor (F) for
AC/AC inverter, respectively.
Meanwhile, the transfers function from the modulator input to
the inverter bridge output is

V i ðsÞ V BUS
¼ 0
V in ðsÞ
VM

ð21Þ

By combining Eq. (20) and Eq. (21), the transfers function VVino ðsÞ
from
ðsÞ
the modulator input to the inverter output can be obtained as
follows:
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V o ðsÞ
1
V BUS
¼
V in ðsÞ L3 C 3 s2 þ LR3 s þ 1 V 0M

ð22Þ

2.3. Battery model
The battery stores energy in the electrochemical form, and is
the most widely used device for energy storage in the variety of
applications such as electric and hybrid electric vehicles and hybrid power systems. Because the dynamic modelling of a battery
is extremely difﬁcult and understanding what is going on in batteries requires several years of thorough research effort, in this paper,
a simple battery model is introduced. The battery current Ibat as
function of the required battery power Pbat, the internal resistance
Ri and the open-loop voltage Uo is [18]:

U bat ¼ U o  Ri Ibat

ð23Þ

Pbat ¼ U bat Ibat

ð24Þ

Ibat ¼

and battery when the UPS starts up, the load increases sharply,
the current is interrupted, or the utility grid power fails.
3.1.1. Power tracking controller
According to the real-time current and voltage measurements
of PEMFC stack, the power (ranging from 12 to 330 W) can be
ﬁrstly calculated. The output power of the fuel cell stack can be calculated by

Pstack ¼ V stack I

ð26Þ

where Pstack is the output power (W), Vstack the output voltage (V),
and I the output current of the stack (A).
Based on the load at that time, a power tracking controller is designed to continuously distribute the current or real-time power by
ref
using the setup value of the reference mass ﬂow Q ref
H2 and Q O2 of
hydrogen and air and according to the stoichiometry radios of
PEMFC. The mass ﬂow rates of hydrogen and air for the stack can
be calculated as follows.
3.1.1.1. Hydrogen mass ﬂow rate. At the standard conditions of the
atmospheric pressure and 0 °C, the molar volume is [20]

qﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ
U o  U 2o  4Pbat Ri

ð25Þ

2Ri

Vm ¼

RT 8:314  278:15
¼
¼ 0:0224 m3 =mol ¼ 22:4 L=mol
P
101; 300

ð27Þ

3. Controller design of hybrid UPS system

Therefore the reference volumetric ﬂow rate of pure hydrogen consumption in standard litres per minute or SL/min is

3.1. Intelligent comprehensive controller design of PEMFC

Q ref
H2 ¼ 22:4  60 

Aiming to conveniently collect the data, setup parameters for
PEMFC, and properly choose the power, voltage and size of the
PEMFC stack according to its cost, an intelligent comprehensive
controller of the PEMFC generating system is designed as shown
in Fig. 5. The data acquisition and control software have been
developed and can be used to control the whole process of the
PEMFC generating system and to measure and monitor the operational parameters, such as the work temperature, voltage and current, pressure, input and output mass ﬂows, humidity of the
hydrogen and air/oxygen, the voltage and current of the battery,
water balance, and so on. The proposal intelligent comprehensive
controller contains a 300 W, 63-cell, self-humidiﬁed, air-cooling
and air breathing stack [19], a monitoring system and ﬁve control
subsystems: power tracking controller, hydrogen pressure controller, hydrogen mass ﬂow control (HMFC), air supply and thermal
controller, and power switching controller. In Fig. 5, M is a multiplier, which is applied to calculate the output power of the PEMFC,
and SCR1 and SCR2 are the silicon-controlled rectiﬁers (SCRs),
which are used to switch the power sources between the PEMFC

where SH2 is the stoichiometry radio of hydrogen, which is selected
within 1.2–1.5.

INcell
 SH 2
2F

ð28Þ

3.1.1.2. Air mass ﬂow rate. Because the PEMFC stack selected is an
air-breathing and air-cooling fuel cell, that is, air is passing through
the cathode compartment in excess of oxygen exact stoichiometry,
and the same air is used as a coolant. In the PEMFC generating system, air is supplied by three blowers that are used to cool the stack.
The air volumetric mass ﬂow rate in SL/min is [20]

Q ref
O2 ¼ 22:4  60 

M Air INcell
 SO 2
4F

ð29Þ

where MAir is the air mass (kg) and SO2 is the required stoichometric
radio, which is selected within 20–30.
According to the dynamic analysis of the PEMFC, if the water
produced in the PEMFC stack, because of electrochemical reaction,
evaporates and leaves the stack as vapour, the heat generated is

Q ¼ ð1:254  V cell ÞINcell

Fig. 5. Control diagram of a PEMFC powered system for UPS applications.

ð30Þ
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where Vcell is the cell voltage and I is the stack current.
According to the Fourier’s law, the heat transferred to air is

_ Air cp DT
Q ¼m

ð31Þ

_ Air is the air mass ﬂow rate (kg/s), cp the heat capacity (J/
where m
kg K), and DT the air temperature difference between the inlet
and outlet of the stack (K).
The air mass ﬂow rate at the stack exit is given by



1  r O2 in
I  Ncell
_ Airout ¼ ðSO2  1ÞM O2 þ SO2
M N2
m
r O2 in
4F

cell Þ
M O2 þ 4Fð1:254V
c p DT

M O2 þ

1rO
rO

2 in

2 in

M N2

ð33Þ

(1) Far from the mass ﬂow set point: When the output voltage is
far from the set point (e(k) is PB or NB), the corrective action
must be strong; this means that K should be NB (or PB)
while T should be zero (ZE), in order to prevent the
continuous increase (or decrease) of integral term that
would cause overshoots. In this case, the change of error
plays little part.
The basic control rules are:

where cp may be expressed by an empirical relationship as
cp = a + bT + cT2, and a, b and c are the empirical coefﬁcients.
3.1.2. Hydrogen pressure controller
An increase in PEMFC operating pressure can result in higher
cell voltage according to the Nernst equation and the increase in
exchange current density due to increased concentration of reactant gases in the PEMFC electrodes. According to the demands of
the PEMFC, this paper adopts the steady pressure equipment to
control the reactant gas pressure. The hydrogen pressure controller
and its mass ﬂows controller form the cascade control. The system
can also control the hydrogen pressure at about 34.5 kPa.
The mode of hydrogen supply designed is a dead-end mode, but
hydrogen has to be periodically purged considering the accumulation of inert gas and water. When hydrogen is purged, the pressure
will be changed. In order to protect the stack, a simple method is
used: when hydrogen is purged, the power switching controller
as mentioned Section 3.1.5 can control the power source of UPS
to switch from PEMFC to battery.
In the PEMFC system, the relationship between the pressure
(the controlled variable) and the gas ﬂow (the controlling variable)
is one-order inertia link and purely delayed segment arrayed in
series, so the digital proportion integral differential (PID) control
is the optimum method. Furthermore, since the control parameters
KP, TI, and TD are independent to each another, the parameters can
be adjusted conveniently.
The PID control is used in the pressure controller, so the hydrogen output controlling variable is

Q kH2 ¼ K P eH2 ðkTÞ þ

PEMFC system. Because the rule-base represents the intelligence
of the controller, the formulations must be carefully considered.
Correct use of control laws according to the operating conditions
can greatly improve the system stability. A fast response with a
small overshoot for the PEMFC system can be achieved with proper
handling of the proportional and integral parts. It is shown that the
fuzzy-PI controller is more advantageous than a standard PI controller [21].
The selected control rules are described as follows:

ð32Þ

where MO2 is the oxygen mass (kg), M N2 the nitrogen mass (kg), and
r O2 the oxygen volume or molar fraction in the stack inlet.
Therefore, the required stoichometric radio is

SO 2 ¼

1327

k
TX
TD
eðjTÞ þ ½eH2 ðkTÞ  eH2 ðkT  TÞ
TI j
T

ð34Þ

in
where eH2 ðkTÞ ¼ P ref
H2 ðkTÞ  P H2 ðkTÞ and T is the sampling period
(ms).

3.1.3. Fuzzy controller of hydrogen mass ﬂows
The fuzzy-PI controller input variable are the mass ﬂow error
e(k), and the change of error c(k) of hydrogen. The output variables
of the controller are the optimal P and I gains of a subsequent PI
controller device, one of them gives the proportional part K as a
function of e(k) and c(k), and the other gives the increment DT,
which is then integrated to provide the integral term T of the PI
controller. There are the seven fuzzy subsets: positive big (PB), positive medium (PM), positive small (PS), zero (ZE), negative small
(NS), negative medium (NM), and negative big (NB), have been selected for the input and output variables e(k), c(k), K and T. The fuzzy control rules are obtained from the behaviour analysis of the

If e(k) is PB, then K is PB and T is ZE;
If e(k) is NB, then K is NB and T is ZE.
(2) Close to the mass ﬂow set point: In this region, the change of
error must be properly taken into account in order to ensure
stability and speed of response. The goal of the fuzzy controller is to achieve a satisfactory dynamic performance with
small sensitivity to parameter variations.
The control rules are:
If both e(k) and c(k) are ZE, then K and T are ZE;
If both e(k) and c(k) is negative, K and T are negative;
If both e(k) and c(k) is positive, K and T are positive.

3.1.4. Air supply and thermal controller
The PEMFC belongs to the low temperature stack (<100 °C) in
the fuel cell family, but its operating temperature is still higher
than the ambient temperature and should be maintained within
an appropriate range. The operating temperature is selected
according to the characteristics of the PEMFC provided by the manufacture. In this work, the best operating temperature of the PEMFC is at 50–60 °C (the maximum stack temperature is 65 °C)
according to the operating temperature demands.
As mentioned above, the thermal model is nonlinear. In order to
obtain good control results, in practice, when the stack temperature is less than 50 °C, the thermal controller implements the basic
velocity adding digital PI control strategy. On the other hand, because three blowers are used to feed air and cool the stack together, the controller must adjust the three blowers’ speed and
meet the air mass ﬂows demand of the PEMFC. When the stack
temperature is more than 50 °C, a frequency-changing control
strategy is employed as the air cooling control.
The air supplying and cooling control rules are: (rpm = revolutions per minutes).
If Tstack is less than 50 °C, then

R
Q kO2 ¼ 1500 þ K P ðT ref  TðtÞÞ þ T ðT ref  TðtÞÞdt ðrpmÞ;

If Tstack is between 50 °C and 60 °C, then Q kO2 = (3000–3800)+frequencychanging control (rpm);

If Pstack is over 330 W or Tstack is over 65 °C, then the PEMFC is
shut down.
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3.1.5. Power switching controller
The complex electrode phenomenon exists in the PEMFC and is
called the charge double layer. This acts as a capacitance and gives
the PEMFC stack a smooth dynamic voltage output. When the load
of the PEMFC stack changes, the voltage output has an initial Ohmic voltage loss from the resistance of the fuel cell stack, as mentioned above, and then it slowly moves to a new value. When the
load is suddenly increased, the fuel cell may not be able to at once
provide sufﬁcient hydrogen and air to sustain the operation under
the new load condition. This can lead to temporary hydrogen and
air starvation, thereby causing irreversible damage to the PEMFC
stack. To avoid the hydrogen and air starvation, in this paper, a
power switching controller is designed, which can control the
power source of UPS to switch between PEMFC and battery according to the change rate of the power of the PEMFC stack. Transient
issues associated with temporary hydrogen and air starvation can
be avoided by supplying the power from the battery and slowing
down the current drawn from the PEMFC through a change rate
limiter of the power output.
On the other hand, in order to monitor the water balance, the
open-voltage and current–voltage performance of PEMFC stack,
and diagnose the operating processes taking place in the PEMFC,
the measurement of the polarisation curve and the current interruption control can be used to determine if there is any problem
with the PEMFC. The polarisation curve can be obtained by measuring the current and voltage of the stack on-line. The polarisation
curve provides useful and sufﬁcient information about the
performance of the PEMFC. A quick measurement of the stack
resistance may provide more information about the PEMFC performance. Both ﬂooding and drying of a cell would result in a loss of
voltage, that is, the stack resistance value will be changed. Therefore, the water balance can be reﬂected by the stack resistance.
One of the methods to measure the resistance in the PEMFC
stack is the current interruption method. In this method, the current is interrupted for a very short period, which is determined
by the current value of the stack, and resulting voltage gain is observed and calculated. The difference between the stack voltage
before and after the current interruption, divided by the current,
is the stack resistance ROhmic, which is expressed by the following
equation. When the current is interrupted, the power switch controller can control the power source of UPS to switch from PEMFC
to battery.

ROhmic

DV R
¼
I

To realise the operation as mentioned above, the intelligent control
rules are as follows. As shown in Fig. 3, uk1 ¼ 1 means that the SCR1
turns on; uk1 ¼ 0 means that the SCR1 turns off; uk2 ¼ 0 means that
SCR2 turns off; uk2 ¼ 1 means that the SCR2 turns on.

If the change of load

dP stack
dt
dP stack
dt

< 50%, then uk2 ¼ 1 and uk3 ¼ 0;

P 50%, then uk2 ¼ 0 and uk3 ¼ 1;
If the change of load
If the battery voltage VBattery is less 30 V and the utility input
voltage is less than 160 V, then uk2 ¼ 1 and uk3 ¼ 1 (PEMFC
charges battery);
If the current interrupt is executed, then uk2 ¼ 0 and uk3 ¼ 1;
If the hydrogen is purged, then uk2 ¼ 0 and uk3 ¼ 1;
If the PEMFC is failure, then uk1 ¼ 0 and uk2 ¼ 1.
3.2. Control of power converters in hybrid UPS system
Using the concept of feedback control, the power converters can
be built into the close-loop system, to improve the output accuracy
and dynamic performances. In order to make power converters
meet the demands of stable and dynamic performance speciﬁcations, the compensation network, or, the voltage or current controller must be designed very well. The controllers design has
many methods, such as using the time-domain method or frequency-domain method of the classical control theory, the pole
placement method, and adaptive control of modern control theory,
the fuzzy control and neural network control of intelligent control
technologies, and so on.
In this paper, in the opinion of adopting the matured technology, the Bode diagram approach of the frequency-domain method
is utilised to design the controllers of power converters in hybrid
UPS system.
3.2.1. Control of AC/DC rectiﬁer
As shown in Fig. 6, there are two controllers in the AC/DC rectiﬁer: one is the current controller GI(s), another is the voltage controller GV(s).
According to computing and designing of the Bode diagram
Method, their transfer functions are given by

GV ðsÞ ¼

KV
2:238
¼
1 þ T V s 1 þ 0:0022s

ð35Þ

Fig. 6. Schematic principle diagram of boost AC/DC rectiﬁer.

ð36Þ
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Fig. 7. Schematic principle diagram of DC/DC and DC/AC power converters.
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4000
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G0V ðsÞ ¼

K 0V
1:5
¼
1 þ T 0V s 1 þ 0:0015s

ð38Þ

3.2.3. Control of DC/AC inverter
As shown in Fig. 7, G00V ðsÞ shows the voltage controller of DC/AC
inverter. Because the control method used in this paper is the voltage transient control, according to computing and designing of the
Bode diagram Method, its voltage controller is a lead-lag compensation controller, which transfers function can be written as
follows:

G00V ðsÞ ¼
¼
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Fig. 9. Stack temperature and blower speed when UPS load (current) changes.

K 00V ð1 þ s1 sÞð1 þ s2 sÞ
sð1 þ s3 sÞð1 þ s4 sÞ
100ð1 þ 0:00169sÞð1 þ 0:000108sÞ
6
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3.2.2. Control of DC/DC converter
As shown in Fig. 7, G0V ðsÞ shows the voltage controller of DC/DC
converter. According to computing and designing of the Bode diagram Method, its voltage controller of DC/DC converter is determined by

Fans Velocity (rpm)





1
1
¼ 2:0  1 þ
GI ðsÞ ¼ K I 1 þ
TIs
0:0003s

ð39Þ

6

sð1 þ 7:9  10 sÞð1 þ 4:7  10 sÞ

4. Experimental setup, results and discussion
4.1. Experimental setup
The performances of the proposed control strategies of PEMFC
generating system and hybrid UPS power converters are tested
by building an experimental setup with the following speciﬁcations: the input voltage of the utility grid = 160–275 V AC, the output voltage frequency = 50 Hz ± 5%, the PEMFC/battery rated
voltage = 36 V DC, the output power of the load = 286 W. The

experimental load is a DELL™ computer, whose model is HPU2106F3, and the maximum input power is 213 W, and a monitor,
whose model is E772p with power of 73 W. Moreover, a lamp box
is used as the supplementary load. Agilent Technologies DSO6034A
Oscilloscope, TEKTRONIX AM503 Current Probe Ampliﬁer and
P5120 High Voltage Differential probe are employed as measurement equipments.
Because the PEMFC stack is a self-humidiﬁed, air-breathing and
air-cooling together, some parameters are conﬁdential to the manufacturer of the stack such as the anode volume, cathode volume
and so on, we have to do some experiments, and no simulations.
The basic experimental conditions of PEMFC are: hydrogen input
ﬂow of 5.18  106 mol/s, number of cells of 63, Faraday’s constant
of 96,485 C/mol, universal gas constant of 8.314 J/mol K, kr the

Fig. 8. Current and voltage of PEMFC when UPS load changes.
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Fig. 10. Power supply switching from PEMFC to battery when the load of UPS changes sharply (over 250%) or hydrogen is purged.

15 series-connected supercapacitors with the main speciﬁcations
as 1000 F (±20%), control voltage of 2.5 V, and maximum current
of 150 A.
4.2. Experimental results and discussion

Fig. 11. Output voltage (ch1, ch2) of AC/DC rectiﬁer and DC/DC converter when the
utility input failures (ch3) and PEMFC supplying power source.

modelling constant of 1.63  104, fuel cell absolute temperature
of 333 K, fuel cell internal resistance of 6.29 X.
In the hybrid UPS system, the parameters of AC/DC rectiﬁer are
the operating frequency is 20 kHz; L1 = 2 mH; C1 = 440 lF;
VBUS = 380 V; R = 1.84 X; and VM = 3 V. When the current is under
the condition of the continuous, the parameters of DC/DC
converter
are
the
operating
frequency
is
50 kHz;
Vin = 36 V; N = 32/3; TS = 20 ls; and L2 = 0.65 mH. The parameters
of DC/AC inverter are the operating frequency is 20 kHz;
L3 = 5 mH; C3 = 2.2 lF; VBUS = 380 V; R = 33.66 X; and V 0M ¼ 3 V.
In the hybrid UPS system, a set of three 12 V, 7.2Ah PANASONIC
batteries with high discharge current have been chosen for this
application, which type and speciﬁcations are LC-R127R2CH,
12 V/7.2Ah/20HR, respectively. On the other hand, one may use

Experimental study has been conducted on the designed UPS
with backup PEMFC and battery. The proposed intelligent comprehensive control strategies have been implemented in the PEMFC
generating system. Based on the intelligent comprehensive control,
the output voltage and current of the PEMFC stack can be easily
controlled according to the load change of the UPS, as shown in
Fig. 8.
With the increase of the load, the temperature of PEMFC stack
will go up. Because of the adjustment of thermal controller, the
temperature of the stack will keep in the range of 50–60 °C, as
shown in Fig. 9. In general, higher operating temperature is desirable due to decreased mass transport limitation and increased
electrochemical reaction rate; at the same time, high temperatures
may lead to increased mass transport losses due to the increases in
water vapour. Therefore, in this experiment, the stack temperature
is controlled within 50–60 °C, in order to keep the water balance
and reduce the effect of the internal resistance or Ohmic losses.
The experimental results reveal that when the external load has
a sudden change, however, the hydrogen cannot be fed fast enough
to the PEMFC stack. When the load of the UPS suddenly changes,
for example, from 60 W to 210 W, the output voltage of the PEMFC
stack goes down quickly and makes the UPS shut down, resulting
in hydrogen and air starvation that may damage the PEMFC stack.
To supply enough power to the external load and protect the PEMFC stack, the UPS system keeps adopting the lead-acid battery for
protecting the PEMFC from excessive use of the PEMFC and to feed
power smoothly to the external load. As shown in Fig. 10, the PEMFC stack can supply the UPS for a long time in the normal condi-
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brid UPS system with backup PEMFC and battery power sources, in
which cost effective and practical DC/DC converter, DC/AC inverter,
AC/DC rectiﬁer and PEMFC generating system are designed to feed
a typical computer load. The proposed intelligent comprehensive
controller of PEMFC includes a power tacking controller, a hydrogen pressure controller, a hydrogen mass ﬂows controller, an air
supply and thermal controller, and a power switching controller.
The designed topologies of power converters for hybrid UPS system allow us to process the energy produced by the PEMFC independently and in parallel to that of batteries. An experimental
evaluation has been carried out, and the performances have been
tested. The experimental results show that the designed controllers of power converters and PEMFC are practical for industry
applications.
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